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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-17 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
States. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kuno 
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,802,494). 



As per claims 1, 10 and 16, Kuno teaches a system and an associated method 
including patient monitoring system having a system for controlling a home robot (see 
fig 3 where robot 5 being taken for a home robot), comprising: a remote 
supercomputer responsive to a user's command for controlling said home robot (see fig. 
5), said user and said home robot being in a premises different from a location of said 
supercomputer (see fig. 5); a home gateway for providing a path of communication 
between said home robot and said supercomputer via a network external to said 
premises (see fig. 4, particularly the box next to the robot); and said home robot being 
controlled to perform only in response to command result signals generated by sa.d 
supercomputer, said command result signals being generated in response to said user's 
command (see figs. 3-5). With respect to claim 10, a system for controlling a home 
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robot the system comprising the home robot (see fig. 3), a home gateway and a 
supercomputer for controlling said home robot (see fig. 4 as described above), sa.d 
supercomputer comprising: a home gateway interface unit for receiving user's 
commands via said home gateway and over a communication network (see figs. 4 and 
5); a control unit for extracting and interpreting one or more commands of the user and 
a status signal of the home robot from the user's commands received by the home 
gateway interface unit (see fig. 4, wherein the box next to robot 5 being considered as 
the required gateway), said control unit generating a command response signal in 
response to each interpreted command and a status response signal in response to the 
status signal (see fig. 4 as described above); a service module unit responsive to each 
said command response signal for generating corresponding command result signals 
and responsive to said status response signal for generating corresponding status result 
signals (see figs. 3-5), said command result signals and status result signals being 
transmitted to said home robot via said control unit and said home gateway interface 
unit over said network (see figs. 3-5); and a robot information managing unit for 
managing a general history of the home robot such as registration information, 
operation information, accident information and residential position for operations of the 
control unit (see col. 3, line 40 - to - col. 4, line 4, wherein managing history being 
considered as taken picture of sick patient). With respect to claim 16, a method for 
operating a home robot using a supercomputer (se fig. 5 as described above), the 
method comprising steps of: receiving a voice command of a user at the home robot 
(see col. 23, lines 49-63); converting the voice command into a digital voice command 
(see col. 23, lines 49-63 covers the above mentioned limitation); transmitting the digital 
voice command to the supercomputer through a home gateway (see col. 23, lines 49-63 
as described above); interpreting the digital voice command transmitted from the home 
robot through the home gateway at the supercomputer by voice recognition (see col. 23, 
lines 49-63 as described above); generating a response message to the voice 
command (see col. 23, lines 49-63 as described above); synthesizing the response 
message into a synthesized voice message transmitting the synthesized voice message 
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to the home robot through the home gateway (see col. 23, lines 49-63 as described 
above); and converting the synthesized voice message to produce an analog voice 
signal to generate an audible voice through a speaker (see col. 23, lines 49-63 and 
3). 



As per claims 2-9, 11-15 and 17, Kuno teaches a system and an associated that 
contain a microphone for receiving an external voice command signal from the user and 
converting the voice command signal into an electric command signal; an analog-to- 
digital converter for converting the electric command signal to a digital command signal; 
a wireless communication unit for converting the digital command signal into a wireless 
command signal and transmitting the wireless command signal to the supercomputer 
through said home gateway and said network, and for receiving a wireless command 
result signal from the supercomputer through the network and the home gateway, said 
wireless communication unit converting the wireless command result signal into a digital 
command result signal; a digital-to-analog converter for converting a digital voice signal 
to an analog voice signal when said digital voice signal is. included with said digital 
command result signal; a speaker for producing an audio voice signal in response to the 
analog voice signal from said digital-to-analog converter; a control unit receiving said 
digital command result signal from the wireless command unit and analyzing said digital 
command result signal to control one or more actions of said home robot, and based on 
said analysis, said control unit outputting one or more of said digital voice signal, motion 
control signals and an image signal; a driving unit for moving body components of said 
home robot in response to one or more of said motion control signals from the control 
unit, each motion control signal being determined by the analysis performed by said 
control unit on said digital command result signal; and a display unit for displaying an 
image in response to said image signal (see fig. 3-5, cols. 3-32, particularly, col. 23, 
lines 49-63 as described above). With respect to claim 3, said control unit transmitting 
the digital command signal to said wireless communication unit (see figs. 3-4). With 
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respect to claim 4, said wireless communication unit generating and receiving wireless 
local area network (WLAN) signals (see figs. 4-5). With respect to claim 5, said home 
gateway converting said wireless command signal to a form appropriate to said network 
for communication over said network as a transmitted command signal (see figs. 4-5 as 
describe above). With respect to claim 6, the path of communication between said 
home robot and said home gateway being a wireless local area network (WLAN) (see 
figs. 4-5, wherein pictorially the system is wireless). With respect to claim 7, said 
supercomputer comprising: a home gateway interface unit for receiving said user's 
command via said home gateway and said network; a control unit for extracting and 
interpreting one or more commands of the user and a status signal of the home robot 
from the user's commands received by the home gateway interface unit, said control 
unit generating a command response signal in response to each interpreted command 
and a status response signal in response to the status signal; and a service module unit 
responsive to each said command response signal for generating corresponding 
command result signals and responsive to said status response signal for generating 
corresponding status result signals, said command result signals and status result 
signals being transmitted to said home robot via said control unit and said home 
gateway interface unit over said network (see figs. 3-5 as described above). With 
respect to claim 8, said supercomputer further comprising: an authentication unit for 
authenticating the home robot, when the home robot transmits information through the 
home gateway or requests a service; a charging unit for charging a fee when the home 
robot uses the supercomputer (this know features in the business method art do not 
have any patentable weight, such limitation should be canceled. If not restriction will be 
made in the next communication); and a robot information managing unit for managing 
a general history of the home robot, the general history comprising one or more of 
registration information, operation information, accident information and residential 
position. With respect to claim 9, The system as set forth in claim 1, said 
supercomputer comprising an authentication unit for authenticating the home robot, 
when the home robot transmits information through the home gateway or requests a 
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service to enable said supercomputer and said home robot to communicate with each 
other (this know features do not have patentable weight). With respect to claim 1 1 , said 
supercomputer further comprising: an authentication unit for authenticating the home 
robot, when the home robot transmits information through the home gateway or 
requests a service, communication between the home robot and the supercomputer 
being enabled upon authentication of the home robot; and a charging unit for charging a 
fee when the home robot uses the supercomputer (this know features in the business 
method art do not have any patentable weight, such limitation should be canceled. If 
not restriction will be made in the next communication as described above). With 
respect to claim 12, said service module comprising: a common service module unit for 
providing a common service to all users; and an individual service module unit for 
providing individual services to each user (this know features do not have patentable 
weight). With respect to claim 13, said service module comprising: a voice recognizing 
module for recognizing a voice command; a voice synthesizing module for synthesizing 
and reproducing voice; and a home robot driving managing module for generating the 
motion control signals for driving the home robot (see col. 23, lines 49-63 as described 
above). With respect to claim 14, wherein the registration information comprises at 
least one of an ID (identification) of the home robot, a product number and product 
specifications of the home robot and personal information of an owner of the home 
robot (this known features do not have patentable weight). With respect to claim 15, the 
communication network being a wireless local area network (WLAN) (see figs. 3-5 as 
described above). With respect to claim 17, said step of transmitting the digital voice 
command to the supercomputer through a home gateway comprising steps of: 
converting the digital voice command to a wireless local area network (WLAN) signal; 
transmitting the wireless local area network (WLAN) signal to said home gateway from 
said home robot; and converting the wireless local area network (WLAN) signal to a 
form suitable for transmission over a communication network connected between said 
supercomputer and said home gateway (see figs. 3-5 and cols. 3-32 as stated above). 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to McDieunel Marc whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6964. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-5:00 Mon-Thu. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571 ) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Sunday, September 18, 2005 



MM/ 



